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Precious Promises 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


T IS like glad bells ringing in my 

] heart, 

It is like a light shining on a hill, 

It is like a bird singing in the night: 
“He may come who will.” 


It is like a hand to a drowning man, 

It is like a roof in the beating storm, 

It is like a spring in the burning sands: 
“Underneath—my arm.” 


It is like sunset at the close of day, 

It is like a dream, lovely as His Word, 

It is like sweet home to the wanderer: 
“Ever with the Lord.” 


bd 


Why Men's Peace Plans Fail 


When Tre Sunpay ScHoo. Trmes 
urges men to remember God and the 
Bible in making their plans, that is not 
news, for it has been doing it for more 
than ninety years. But when a well- 
known railroad begins a large advertise- 
ment with a Bible text, and takes up 
most of the space with a call to men to 
come back to God, that is news. The 
Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, which 


claims the largest evening circulation in 
the country, recently published a large, 
attractive advertisement of the Texas and 
Pacific Railway, showing a Gothic church 
tower and containing this appeal: 


“Un- 





less the Lord Build the House .. . Twice 
in one lifetime we have tried to build 
peace, both times we have failed. And 


both times God was kept from the peace 
table—the first time because the world 
was ‘too busy’; the second time because 
God was barred by Communism. This, 
despite the Bible warning that ‘Unless 
the Lord build the house, they labour 
in vain that build it... A return to re- 
ligion and to the individual freedoms 
of our founding fathers will make 
America strong spiritually and morally 
Let’s reaffirm our faith in God and our 
faith in the power of prayer. Then our 
labors will not be in vain. Let's all help 
by truly practicing day by day the prin- 
ciples of religion.” Many will recognize 
the verse as part of the first in Psalm 
127. This is a welcome call from a great 
business firm, and the diagnosis of our 
troubles comes close to the heart of the 
matter. One can hardly expect a busi- 
ness firm to go further in a newspaper 
advertisement, and most papers would 
not accept a clearer statement. While 
the railway has done well in making this 


< 


appeal, yet more is involved in getting 
right with God. “A return to religion” 
will not be acceptable in God's sight, 
unless it is in His way, that is, through 
His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. It is 
well to “reaffirm our faith in God and 
our faith in the power of prayer”; but 
we must come to Him through the “one 
mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ran- 
som for all, to be testified in due time” 
(1 Tim, 2:5, 6). There is the real stum- 
bling block. Most men think it is a 
very nice and proper thing to believe in 
a Supreme Being and practice some form 
of worship occasionally. But they rebel 
at the truth that we are all sinners and 
need a Saviour, and that there is only 
one Saviour. The only true “principles 
of religion” are found in the Scriptures, 
and these all point, as John the Baptist 
did, to “the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 
And it is only the personal return of the 
Lord Jesus, an event that is repeatedly 
foretold in the Scriptures, that will bring 
lasting peace. 


+ 4 


a *% J. Gordon, Prophet of Pentecost 


This is the second editorial by Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, president of 
Columbia Bible College, reviewing reprints of two books by A. J. Gor- 


don, father of Ernest Gordon of THE SuNpDAY ScHOOL TIMEs staff. 
to Church” 
(The Judson Press, Philadelphia 


books are: “How Christ Came 


Spirit” 


to church in bodily presence, had 

visited the pastor in his study each 
day and talked over His desires for His 
disciple and for the church, the pastor 
would have had a wonderful story to 
pass on to other believers. But that is 
just what Dr. Gordon has done in his 
“Ministry of the Spirit.” He has studied 
in the New Testament what the Lord 


T' THE Lord, who in the dream came 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“They cried to God in the battle, 
and he was intreated of them; be- 
cause they put their trust in him” 
(1 Chron. 5:20b). 
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in bodily presence would have said to 
him in his study, and it was to him a 


living, throbbing message of the Holy 
Spirit. Apart from all differences of in- 


terpretation on these mooted points re- 
garding the baptism of the Spirit, this 
is a great book—some have boldly de- 
scribed it as “the greatest book on the 
Holy Spirit that has yet appeared in 
America.” Dr, Gordon is a careful ex- 
egete, but the book is not primarily a 
doctrinal treatise, but a warm-hearted 
message to the heart, to lead the Chris- 
tian to walk in the Spirit, in supernatu- 
ral power. 

Whatever doctrine one holds about the 


Holy Spirit in the believer's life, all 
Christians are aware that there are men 
and women living with a power and 
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blessing, a joy and peace, far different 
from the average Christians. Nearly all 
of these, whether famous leaders or 
humble, unknown disciples, testify that 
there came a crisis in their lives as 
Christians when a great change took 
place. It is one thing to describe that 
crisis accurately; it is another thing to 
enter into the experience. Dr. Gordon’s 
chief concern is that the Christian 
should do what is his responsibility to 
have the power of the Spirit in his life. 

“The Age-Mission of the Spirit” is the 
opening introductory chapter. He is to 
treat the ministry of the Spirit, bound- 
ing it by Pentecost on the one side and 
by Christ’s second coming on the other. 
“Just as Jesus Christ had a time-min- 
istry which He came into the world to 
fulfill, and having accomplished it re- 
turned to the Father, so the Holy Spirit, 
for the fulfillment of a definite mission, 
came into the world at an appointed 
time; He is now carrying on His min- 
istry on earth, and in due time He will 
complete it and ascend to Heaven again.” 

The “Advent of the Spirit” is next pre- 
sented in such a vital way that the union 
of Christ and His Church appears as a 
great reality. “As the manger of Beth- 
lehem was the cradle of the Son of God, 
so was the upper room the cradle of the 
Spirit of God; as the advent of ‘the Holy 
Child’ was a testimony that God had 
‘visited and redeemed his people,’ so was 
the coming of the Holy Spirit.” This 
truth of the Spirit’s great work in glori- 
fying Christ, the risen Christ at the 
right hand of power, is developed in 
the chapter on the “Naming of the 
Spirit.” He is the “Paraclete,” a divinely 
given name. The translations “Com- 
forter,” or “Advocate,” or “Teacher,” or 
“Helper” are correct, but “neither one is 
adequate, nor are all together sufficient 
to bring out the full significance of this 
great name, ‘the Paraclete.’” “The lan- 
guage of the Holy Ghost can never be 
fully understood by an appeal to the 
lexicon. The heart of the Church is the 
best dictionary of the Spirit.” 

F. B. Meyer was struck particularly 
by the chapters on the Embodying, the 
Enduement, and the Administration of 
the Spirit, as specially fresh and help- 
ful. The Church is called “the Christ” 
(1 Cor, 12:12). “Christ, if we may say 
it reverently, became mystically a babe 
again on the day of Pentecost, and the 
one hundred and twenty were His in- 
fantile body, as once more through the 
Holy Ghost He incarnated Himself in 
His flesh.” 

Dr, Gordon deals with the “Enduement 
of the Spirit” under the headings of the 
Sealing, the Fullness, and the Anoint- 
ing. He considers that the gift of the 
Spirit is for those who have been regen- 
erated, and therefore distinct from re- 
ceiving Christ as Saviour. The baptism 
of the Spirit at Pentecost he regards as 
a once-for-all baptism for the whole 


Church throughout the age, just as Cal- 
vary was once for all. 


But as each in- 
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dividual must receive Christ personally, 
so, he believed, each Christian must re- 
ceive the Holy Spirit by a definite act 
of faith, The Lord Jesus, born of the 
Spirit, was sealed and filled and anointed 
by the Spirit for power in service, and 
in this as in all else He is our example. 
“The symbols and descriptions of the 
enduement of the Spirit ... are applied 
equally to Christ and to the disciples of 
Christ.” 

Here Dr. Gordon, in his gracious yet 
forthright way, deals with the great dif- 
ference of opinion among theologians as 
to whether there is to be a distinct act 
of faith for Christians to enter into the 
power of Pentecost by receiving the Holy 
Spirit in a crisis decision after regen- 
eration. Always with his eye on the 
practical application to life, Dr. Gordon 


sees the need of multitudes of Chris- 
tians for something more than growth 


in grace: “If we conceive of the Chris- 
tian life as only a gradual growth in 


grace, is there not danger that we come 
to regard this growth as both invisible 


and inevitable, and so take little re- 
sponsibility for its accomplishment? 
But we must surrender ourselves 


to the divine action by living in the 
Spirit and praying in the Spirit and 
walking in the Spirit, all of which con- 
ditions are as essential to our develop- 
ment in holiness, as the rain and the 
sunshine are to the growth of the oak. 

._, Therefore in saying that sanctifica- 
tion is proxressive, let us beware of con- 
cluding that it is inevitable.” 

As between the view that there is a 
second distinct work of grace when 
there is a decision to receive the Holy 
Spirit, and the view that all Christians 
have received everything at conversion 
and need no distinct crisis, there is a 
third conception which safeguards Dr. 
Gordon’s vital end of victorious living. 
In Romans 6 Paul asks, “Are ye igno- 
rant?” as to the new life of union with 
Christ. This is the Spirit-controlled life, 
and if a Christian is ignorant of the 
meaning of the indwelling Holy Spirit, 
he will be defeated; he needs a crisis 
in his life. Again, in Romans 6 we have 
the commands to “yield” and to “reckon.” 
If a Christian is not fully yielded to 
Christ, which means the same as yielding 
to the control of the Holy Spirit, he 
will be defeated. Also, if he does not 
reckon by faith on the working of the 
Spirit in him and for him, he will be 
defeated. In either case a crisis is 
needed for most Christians, though some 
may enter into this fullness at conver- 
sion. Then, as Dr, Gordon so strongly 
emphasizes, there must needs be a con- 
tinual abiding in Christ, making use of 
the “means of grace.” It was this crisis 
that Dr, Charles G. Trumbull described 
in his “Life That Wins,” ! an experience 
that inaugurated the victorious life 
movement. In the words of Dr. Griffith 
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Thomas, “It is a crisis followed by a 
process.” 

In dealing with the completion of our 
salvation Dr, Gordon departs from two 
usual interpretations, and in doing so 
brings out two glorious truths. The Holy 
Spirit is at present quickening or giv- 
ing spiritual life to our mortal bodies 
as “the pledge and earnest of our final 
glory.” In Romans 8:11 Paul speaks of 
God’s giving life to our mortal bodies 
“by his Spirit that dwelleth in you,” and 
most interpreters consider this as refer- 
ring to the resurrection of the body. But 
Dr, Gordon declares: “It is not our 
dead bodies which are here spoken of 
as the objects of the Spirit’s quicken- 
ing, but our mortal bodies—bodies liable 
to death and doomed to death if the 
Lord tarry, but not yet having experi- 
enced death. Hence the quickening re- 
ferred to has to do rather with the vivi- 
fying of the living saints than the 
resurrection of the dead saints.” The 
completion of this work will not be at 
death, as Dr. Gordon makes clear, but 
at the return of Christ when we shall 
have our resurrection body and be con- 
formed to His image. 

The chapter on “The Inspiration of 
the Spirit” is a powerful presentation of 
the truth of the verbal inerrancy of the 
Bible. Christians troubled by the new 
attacks on verbal inspiration should 

(Continued on page 39) 








Notes on Open Letters 


When the Times Went 
to the Wrong Address 


Many of the letters that come to THE 
Sunpay ScuHoot Times ask for help on 
heart-breaking or head-breaking prob- 
lems, but, fortunately for the health and 
sanity of the staff, not all of them do. 
The following letter tells a little story 
that began with a mistake and had a 
happy ending, and it is published with 
the permission of the writer: 

We have received THE SuNDAY 
ScHoot Times for some time and have 
not only enjoyed the fine articles, but 
have also obtained real spiritual help 
from it. ; 

Besides this, the Times has played 
quite an important part in our lives. 

About a year ago I came to H—— 
P Soon after getting the address 
changed on my paper, I missed an 
issue. Friends took me out to the 
country that week end. There I met 
a Christian young man who also took 
the Trmes. He had received two 
copies that week and_ gave me one. 
Upon arriving home I discovered it 
was my own paper, : 

We soon found that the two were 
being wrapped together; sometimes I 
would receive it and sometimes he. 
It served as a link between us—a very 
important one, too, at the beginning 
especially, : 

It will soon be a year since we met. 
On February 4, we decided that this was 
truly the Lord’s will. On July 17 we 

(Continued on page 28) 
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| a. The Growing Demand for a World Bible 


And some of its implications 





that the greatest war of the twen- 

tieth century is not either of the 
two World Wars, or the Korean War, 
but the war that goes on for the minds 
and souls of men. Paul’s words at the 
end of Ephesians, in which he reminds 
Christians that their battle will not be 
with flesh and blood, but against prin- 
cipalities, powers, and the world rulers 
of this darkness, can be applied on a 
world scale to the entire Christian 
Church, as well as to individuals. The 
way to reach men’s minds is by words, 
expressing thoughts, so that often today 
we come upon articles written around 
the phrase, “the war of words.” The 
fact that Russia in the last year has 
spent an estimated $1,409,000,000 in 
propaganda alone is only one of many 
witnesses to this fact. When we realize 
that only since this vast machine of 
propaganda has begun to move has mod- 
ern man found it necessary to create 
the phrase, “the big lie,” we must rec- 
ognize that the forces of darkness and 
the power of light are wrestling now 
as never before for the minds of men. 


T' IS acknowledged on every hand 


Satan’s Efforts To Create Doubt 


If then, in the middle of the twentieth 
century, we are confronted with such a 
struggle between truth and falsehood, it 
is to be expected that every instrument 
and agency for deception that Satan 
and his host of demons can use will be 
marshaled against that supreme citadel 
of truth, the Word of Truth. Since 
atheistic Communism enslaves, and pur- 
posely enslaves, men, we can expect 
that it will viciously and constantly at- 
tack that Word which makes men free. 
As Satan instilled doubt in the minds 
of our first parents by his initial state- 
ment, “Yea, hath God said?” he will, in 
these last days, do his utmost to create 
doubt concerning the reality of a divine 
revelation in the minds of men every- 
where. We are now beholding the be- 
ginning of the nations raging, of the 
kings and rulers of the earth taking 
counsel together against the Lord and 
His Anointed, determined to break their 
bonds asunder and cast away their cords, 
as the Second Psalm prophesies—all of 
which should persuade every Christian 
that he must know more thoroughly and 
more experimentally the eternal Word 
of God, that he must protest compro- 
mise regarding the inspiration and 
authority of this Word on the part of 
any group with which he may be asso- 
ciated, and that he must pray, and work, 
and witness that men and women may 
be saved from the multiplying delusions 
concerning the Word of God in this hour 
of universal crisis. 


This is the first of a series of 
articles by Dr. Smith, professor of 
English Bible at Fuller Theological 
Seminary, which he has written ex- 
clusively for The Sunday School 
Times. There are ten main topics 
in the series, some of which will 
require two installments as in the 
case of this first one, and the articles 
will run for ten or more weeks in 
the Times. Having as a background 
his very wide reading in contem- 
porary literature, Dr. Smith will 
discuss such subjects as the ration- 
alizing of Old Testament miracles, 
Christian Science misinterpretations, 
world education, Roman Catholic 
perversion of the Scriptures, Bible 
criticism in college and university, 
and Russia’s attacks upon the Bible. 
The second installment of the first 
article will appear next week. 

A subscription for 18 weeks, which 
will cover the series, may be had 
for $1 ($1.10 in U.S.A. dollars in 
Canada), from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5. Those desiring to 
secure the series for themselves or 
for their friends must send in their 
subscriptions immediately. 








It is my hope in these articles to ex- 
pose some of the methods and objec- 
tives of enemies of the Word of God, 
that we might be more thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the strategems of the 
Devil, and arm ourselves more wisely 
and thoroughly for this mighty conflict. 

One of the most subtle devices used 
among cultured people by the enemies 
of the Word of God to lead people 
away from resting wholly upon this 
divine revelation is the suggestion that 
the world needs a new Bible for this 
new age. While he was not the first 
to propose this, his remarkable literary 
style and his reputation as a historian 
gave unusual prominence to the plea of 
the French historian, Jules Michelet 
(1798-1874), which he set forth in his 
Bible de |’ humanité,” published in 1864, 
often reprinted, and translated into Eng- 
lish in 1877 with the title, “The Bible 
of Humanity.” Michelet was anti-Se- 
mitic. Among many other things, he 
declared that we must never look to 
Jerusalem for the future hope of man- 
kind, but (wonder of wonders) to the 
beautiful world city of Paris! He would 
not write that way today, Paris has been 
trodden under foot by conquering ene- 
mies three times since Michelet wrote: 
but Jerusalem, then an unimportant, 
dirty, Oriental city, now becomes the 
problem and burden of all nations. 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


Our own Robert G, Ingersoll, the bit- 
terest able opponent of divine revelation 
in our country in the last half of the 
nineteenth century, whose works are 
now almost forgotten, poured out his 
bile upon the Scriptures throughout his 
thirty years of oratorical brilliance (but 
not intellectual insight by any means, 
as any page of his books will quickly 
reveal). In his lecture, “What Would 
You Substitute for the Bible as a Moral 
Guide?” after falsely accusing the Bible 
of encouraging slavery, polygamy, war. 
theft, vice of all kinds, immorality, and 
superstition, Ingersoll goes on to say: 
“We want the experience of mankind, 
the true history of the race. We want 
the history of intellectual development 
of the growth of the ethical, of the idea 
of justice, of conscience, of charity, of 
self-denial. We want to know the paths 
and roads that have been traveled by 
the human mind. These histories in 
outline, the results reached. the con- 
clusions formed, the principles evolved, 
taken together would form the best con- 
ceivable moral guide.” (Dresden Edi- 
tion of “The Works of Robert G, Inger- 
soll,” New York, 1903, Vol. XI, p. 543) 
I am writing this article as the Christ- 
mas season approaches: where are 
hymns, anthems, and carols being joy- 
fully sung today born of anything that 
Robert Ingersoll has left to humanity? 
Where are one hundred millica people 
a million people, a thousand people, a 
hundred people, living today with hope 
in their breast, with peace with God, 
with an abounding joy, with a love 
for their fellow men, because of 4ll 
the volumes and all the lectures 
of this noted agnostic? In this war- 
torn, fear-ridden, hate-saturated world, 
there is no force that can baptize 
humanity, with every turn of the vear. 
with a new spirit, with a cleansing of 
heart and mind, with a return to every- 
thing noble and beautiful and sweet, 
except that one story out of this won- 
derful Word, the nativity of our blessed 
Lord, and the facts which it sets forth 


Is the Bible Incomplete? 

It was in 1921 that the most powerful 
pamphleteer, and one of the most in- 
fluential writers of the twentieth cen- 
tury violently stirred up this whole 
question of the need for a new Bible 
—Mr. H. G, Wells, in the fifth chapte: 
of his “The Salvaging of Civilization” (pp 
96-104). He begins by paying high trib- 
ute to the Scriptures: “It has been the 
Book that has held together the fabric 
of western civilization” (p. 103). This 
is followed by a statement that in one 
way is true: “During the last century 
the Bible has lost much of its former 
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hold. . , . It has lost hold, but nothing 
has arisen to take its place” (p, 103). 
Mr. Wells then argues that, “The Bible 
is not all that we need today, and in 
some respects it is redundant” (p, 100). 
He then rehashes the old ideas that the 
original account of creation -is not ade- 
quate today, that the Bible stops 
abruptly in the midst of world history, 
that it does not have a world history, 
that it is too localized, that it is not 
abreast of the latest scientific discov- 
eries, etc. But, says Mr. Wells, “We 
need to get back to a cement. We want 
a Bible. We want a Bible so badly that 
we cannot afford to put the old Bible 
on a pinnacle out of daily use. We want 
it readapted for use. If it is true that 
the old Bible falls short in its history, 
and does not apply closely to many 
modern problems, then we need a re- 
vised and enlarged Bible in our schools 
and homes to restore a common ground 
of ideas and interpretations if our civ- 
ilization is to hold together” (p, 104). 
(This portion of the volume received 
wide circulation by being reprinted in 
the Saturday Evening Post for April 3, 
1921.) Mr. Wells resumed this subject, 
with added bitterness, in his volume, 
“The Open Conspiracy” (1927), 

In all of our universities now, and in 
most of our literary journals, as well 
as in most of our educational textbooks, 
men are being told that for true world- 
mindedness, for an inclusiveness that 
the twentieth century demands, for “the 
elimination of religious tensions,” we 
must recognize that while we have a 
Bible other religions have a Bible also; 
and to be fully a modern man, marked by 
sympathy and hroadness of view, we 
must assign to these other religious 
books, Oriental for the most part, as 
hith a nlace as men have previously 
given to the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments. This is exactly what 
is set forth in “The Bible of the World.” 
edited by Robert O. Ballou, with the 
assistance of two professors of Colum- 
bia University, Friedrich Spiegelberg 
and Herace F. Friess, and published by 
the Viking Press in 1939, a volume of 
something over 1,400 pages. The editor 
says: 

“Tt is partly to tell what the worship- 
pers of Brahma and Allah and Jehovah, 
and the followers of Christ, Buddha, 
Confucius, Zoroaster, and Lao Tze were, 
and are, that ‘The Bible of the World’ 
has been compiled. But there is a rea- 
son for its existence which seems to me 
to be more important, 

“In times of world stress such as this 
second quarter of the twentieth century 
men’s minds and hearts instinctively 
rise in revolt against the materialistic 
temper to which they justifiably charge 
much of social disaster, and seek knowl- 
edge of the roots of life, the sources of 
their beings. Seeking at first release 


from their uncertainty, insecurity, and 
pain, they find in their search a need 
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for something more than mere escape. 
They must go on to a positive identifica- 
tion with the power which is within 
and behind and surrounding everything. 

“But the religious need of a man to- 
day is for something greater than the 
dogma of a single sectarian church. 
Many deeply religious persons, whether 
churchmen or not, have constructed for 
themselves eclectic religions which, even 
though those who hold to them may not 
be aware of it, are probably ccmposed 
of parts of the traditional beliefs of 
many other people, and probably include 
the strong faith in an intangible, uni- 
versal, divine realm which is basic to 
most religions, but which does not nec- 
essarily have within it any of the 
bigoted quality of narrow sectarianism. 
It is the hope and belief of the editors 
of ‘The Bible of the World’ that such 
persons will find within this book ex- 
pression of many of their most dearly 
held (though perhaps inarticulate) be- 
liefs, and a deeper realization of man’s 
heritage of faith.” 

This work, widely circulated, was re- 
issued with many omissions in 1944, 
with the title, “The Viking Portable 
Library World Bible,” in which Ballou 
says: 

“Behind the making of the ‘Viking 
Portable Library World Bible’ there has 
been a triple stimulus—the beauty and 
goodness of the scriptures here repre- 
sented, their universal applicability to 
the problems of modern living, and the 
belief that knowledge of these scrip- 
tures and the basic unity of their social 
principles can become a contribution to 
a much-needed understanding among the 
peoples of the world.” 

(To be continued) 


A Nation-Wide Campaian 
in October, 1952 


GREAT simultaneous evangelistic 

campaign, which will include thou- 
sands of churches in the United States 
and Canada, is being planned for Octo- 
ber of this year. The campaign director 
is Horace F, Dean, leader of the “Christ 
for America” movement, and the theme 
of the autumn campaign will be, “Christ 
for Everyone.” ’ 

The meetings will be different from 
others in several ways. First, they will 
include places that have never been 
touched by a religious revival, reaching 
hundreds of villages, towns, and smalle) 
cities. Second, the local pastor will 
choose an evangelist, or preach his own 
evangelistic sermons in his church. 
Finally, because of the great responsi- 
bility involved and the territory to be 
covered, representatives will be ap- 
pointed threughout the United States 
and Canada to carry out the program 
in different areas. 


January 12, 1952 


Dr, Charles E, Fuller, widely known 
as director of the Old Fashioned Revival 
Hour on the radio and founder of the 
Fuller Theological Seminary, has ac- 
cepted the invitation to become chair- 
man of the campaign in the United 
States. In Canada, Premier Ernest 
Manning of Alberta has been chosen 
as honorary chairman. Some _ other 
Christian leaders are Dr, Paul Rees, a 
co-director: Dr. Harold J. Ockenga, who 
will guide programs in New England; 
Dr. Howard Ferrin, in charge of co-op- 
eration of Bible schools and colleges: 
Dawson Trotman, president of the Navi- 
gators, who will direct the follow-up 
work: Dr. Robert M, Parr, chairman of 
the Visitation Evangelism Committee; 
and Dr. Theodore H, Epp, who will en- 
list the support of Gospel broadcasters. 

A program of guidance for all co- 
operating pastors and workers has been 
prepared in booklet form. The official 
campaign tract will be written’ by 
Evangelist Billy Graham. The booklets 
and tracts will be supplied to the many 
participating churches for local distri- 
bution, 

Workers of the National Committee 
fer Child Evangelism wil! also join forces 
with others who are already engaged to 
reach and help the children in these 
church meetings. 

The advertising and publicity are be- 
ing cared for by an experienced adver- 
tising agency, which will help the co- 
operating local churches. The agency will 
make available announcements, cam- 
paign folders, and stationery for those 
churches that take part. 

Since prayer is the key to revival 
and of basic importance in any evange- 
listic campaign, prayer groups are be- 
ing formed to meet in churches, homes, 
and places of business. Dr, Ernest M 
Wadsworth, director of the Great Com- 
mission Prayer League, will act as chair- 
man of the National Prayer Committee: 
and the Rev. George T. B. Davis, direc- 
tor of the Million Testaments Campaigns, 
and Philip E, Howard, Jr., will serve as 
co-chairmen. A _ booklet prepared by 
these three men and entitled “No Re- 
vival Without Prayer,” will soon be 
ready for distribution, 

A 4-page leaflet giving full details of 
the campaign may be had by writing to 
Mr. Horace F, Dean. 542 S. Dearborn 
St.. Chicago 5; 


When the Times Went to the 
Wrong Address 


(Continued from second page) 
were married. We are truly happy in 
the Lord today. 

This is just another way that God 
has seen fit to use the S. S. Times. We 
praise God for it. 

We thought that you would be in- 
terested. so decided to write and tell 
you about it. Now we would like 
my subscription discontinued in my 
maiden name and added to my hus- 
band’s.—A Canadian reader. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





LD wisdom for the new year is 
printed in Life and Work and 
from old inscriptions on 
Thus: 


comes 
clocks and watches. 
Little monitor, impart 
Some instruction to the heart. 
Show the busy and the gay 
Life is hasting fast away. 
Follies cannot long endure, 
Life is short and death is sure. 
Happy those who wisely learn 
Truth from error to discern. 
And again: 
Content thyselfe withe thyne estate, 
And send no poor wight from thy gate: 
For why? This counsell I thee give, 
To learne to dye and dye to lyve, 


In Israel.—It is reported that the Sa- 
maritan community in Nablus, ancient 
Shechem, has thrown in its lot with the 
state of Israel after two thousand years. 
We await further particulars of this in- 
teresting event, 

One other curious event is the emigra- 
tion to Galilee,from San Nicandroin Italy, 
of a group of Italian Catholics converted 
to Judaism—ten families. This little 
movement was originally led by an illit- 
erate peasant named Manduzia, who 
became convinced that Christianity was 
founded on Judaism, which it is, of 
course, and hence established a congre- 
gation of Israelites although he was un- 
aware that there were Jewish people 
still existing on earth. Before emigrat- 
ing to Israel, all the males were cir- 
cumcised. They sacrifice a lamb on the 
eve of every Passover, and the signifi- 
cant thing is that Rabbi Gertz, who now 
lives with them as their instructor, Fas 
tried to persuade them from this custo.n 


of sacrificing animals “since it is ir 
abeyance.” 

New Palestine reports: “The proselyte 
immigrants hold services on the Sabbath 
only, chant Psalms in Italian, and re- 
‘ite the weekly portion of the Law. A 
pleasant practice is that, once a month, 
they gather together in order to ex- 
amine one another on their knowledge 
of the Bible (the Old Testament), They 
tend also to believe in the validity of 
their dreams as prophetic revelations.” 

Dr. Trude Weiss-Rosmarin, Jewish 
columnist in New Palestine, writes of 
Israel in a significant way: 

“Jewish tradition knows but one kind 
of Jew. ‘Even the sinful Jew is a Jew,’ 
our sages insisted, when postulating the 
indivisibility of our nation. We are 
‘one people—one people.’ Because we 


are one people, indivisibly one, we daily 
affirm in our prayers that the Torah was 
given to all those who belong to the 
House of Jacob, and not merely to those 
who happen (!) to observe its command- 
ments, 

“Similarly on the High Holidays of 


Repentance, we do not confess merely 
those sins which we have actually com- 
mitted, but also to all those transgres- 
sions by which any Jew might have 
stumbled. All Jews are mutually re- 
sponsible for each other.” 


Luiz Henrique Cunha, a converted 
priest, is returning to the Cape Verde 
Islands, where he will work as an 
evangelist. He has been lately in his 


native Portugal, where he has been 
stoned, shot at, forbidden work as 
teacher, and prevented from undertak- 


ing chicken-raising for  self-support. 
“Even the washwomen who did his 
laundry were excommunicated.” A 
committee of priests waited on him, 
offering money and a good church posi- 
tion if he would return to Romanism. 
For two years his mail has been cen- 
sored, so that he has been cut off from 
all Protestant contact. Yet, according to 
Everett Howard in Other Sheep, he 
preaches with more fire and liberty than 
ever. 


The Professor of Modern History at 
Cambridge University, Mr, Herbert But- 
terfield, writes, in the Methodist Re- 
corder: 


“The greatest influence of Christianity 
in our part of the world has been due 
to the fact that, in the towns and villages 
of England, the Gospel has_ been 
preached and the spiritual life culti- 
vated week in and week out for year 
after year, generation after generation, 
century after century It affects the 
character of the world when all men 
are constantly reminded of Christ as 
their pattern, and are taught the im- 
portance of charity and humility, or 
learn to bring hcme to themselves their 
own sins Christianity affected the 
whole notion of what a man should be 
and how he should comport himself in 
the world. 

“Throughout history the Church has 
insisted that governments and _ states 
cannot decree what is right or wrong, 
but are themselves liable to judgment 
for failing to conform to an independ- 
ent pattern of righteousness. Christian 
principles have been used to give a basis 
for criticizing governments, checking 
the power of states, and even challeng- 
ing the order of society, 

“In the seventeerth century the Puri- 
tan Revclution brought out programs 
covering almost the whole repertoire of 
political and social change, programs 
which first appeared as attempts to see 
that more of Christianity should be 
realized in practice. Our Western ideals 
owe their origin to men who were de- 
termined that more of Christian prin- 


By ERNEST GORDON 


ciple should be actualized even in the 
mundane order of society. Hence- 
forward more and more people began 
to say that the consequences of these 
principles ran further still, ran to de- 
mocracy in politics and to equality in 
society. This particular attempt to re- 
alize Christian ideals in the social order 
is only conceivable in a state of ad- 
vanced civilization * 


The Scripture Memory Mountain Mis- 
sion at Emmalena, Ky., has some twenty- 
five workers, mostly unsalaried 
women depending on the Lord for sup- 
port. They Bible-train children in camp 
and home and Bible club. In Camp 
Nathanael, last summer, they had 204 
boys and girls under instruction. One 
mountain girl remarked of the camp, 
“The Lord sure done a lot for me, if 
He hain’t done nothing for no one else.” 
At Topmost school, Monday morning, in 
the schoolyard, a little girl stood in the 
midst of the group, firmly declaring that 
she did belong to Jesus and that He 


young 


lived in her heart. All around came 
comments, “You are too young.” “You 
can’t know you're saved.” “You have 
to wait until you're older.” Yet she 


stood firm on what she knew had taken 
place within her. Out of the mouths 
of babes! Playtime has changed. Boys 
and girls now sing Christian songs. 
“Sassafras is a different tow: 
Bible clubs was started,” said an old 
citizen. 


since our 


The Archbishop of Canterbury would 
have the English State set up cash bet- 
ting cffices “under strictest control,” al- 
though he disapproves in _ principle 
of Christians gambling. Herein “the 
Church” places itself on a level with 
Mammon as exhibited, for example, in 
the Wall Street Journal, This organ of 
big business, in its Business Bulletin for 
August 2nd, discussed, along with wool, 
steel, and chemicals, “gambling gains in 
Nevada. In the first six months of 1951 
over 437 million was wagered in the 
state’s legalized casinos. That's an in- 
crease of 5 per cent over the similar 
1950 period, and if maintained for the 
year will mark the sixth successive in- 
crease the gambling business has shown 
since 1945, when it totalled $201,000,- 
000.” 

The Flamingo and other great Nevada 
gambling joints are run by Jews. A 
great enemy of the Jews, the Emperor 
Vespasian, once said of money from a 
tax on a malodorous source, “Non olet” 
(“It does not smell”). Crooked Jews, 
Wall Street, Vespasian, and Canterbury, 
have this moral insensitiveness in com- 
mon, 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 27. NICODEMUS, A HESITANT FOLLOWER 
John 3:1-21; 7:45-52,; 19:38-42; printed text, 3:1-10; 7:45-52 


Golden Text.—Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.—John 3:3 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
John 3:1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nico- 
demus, a ruler of the Jews: 
2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, 
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: 
for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except 


9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these 
thirfgs be? 

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master 
of Israel, and knowest not these things? 

Chap. 7:45 Then came the officers to the chief priests and 
Pharisees; and they said unto them, Why have ye not brought 





God be with him. 


3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 


kingdom of God. 
4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How 


mother’s womb, and be born? 


5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 


into the kingdom of God. 


6 That which is born of the flesh is fiesh; and that which 


is born of the Spirit is spirit. 


7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thow hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


ICODEMUS appears on the pages 
N of Scripture only in John’s Gos- 

pel, and here he appears three 
times: first, in the early part of our 
Lord’s ministry, during a Passover sea- 
son in Jerusalem; second, at the height 
of the ministry, when the presence of 
Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles was 
stirring great excitement, and official op- 
pesition was rising to a high pitch; and 
third, at the close of the ministry, when 
human hate had done its worst, and it 
was left to hands of love to care for 
the sacred body. (See the three lesson 
portions.) We see him first as a per- 
plexed inquirer, then as a cautious de- 
fender, and finally as a bold champion. 
We rejoice in the progress, 

The name “Nicodemus” is a compound 
of two Greek words, and signifies con- 
queror of the people. We do not know 
his Hebrew name, though some try to 
link him with Ben Gorion, a Hebrew 
ambassador to Vespasian about the time 
of the fall of Jerusalem. This is un- 
likely, for Nicodemus was already an 
elderly man in the days of Jesus, 

The name of Nicodemus is attached to 
one of the apocryphal gospels, in which 
he appears as a witness on behalf of 
Christ in the trial before Pilate. Tra- 
dition has it that he was banished from 
Jerusalem by the incensed Sanhedrin 


can a man be born 
when he is old? can he enter the second time into his 


him? 


ceived? 


on him? 


46 The officers answered, Never man spake like this man. 
47 Then answered them the Pharisees, Are ye also de- 


48 Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed 


49 But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed. 


50 Nicodemus saith unto them, (he that came to Jesus by 
night, being one of them,) 


51 Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, and 


Galilee? 
prophet. 


Search, 


“ “ “< 


for his support of the cause of Christ, 
and that his body was found later in 
a common grave with the bodies of 
Gamaliel and Stephen, There is no his- 
torical confirmation of all this, but it is 
remarkable that one who so briefly 
flashes upon the Gospel scene should 
so have fired the imagination of Chris- 
tians through the centuries, 

Verse by Verse 

John 3:1—“*A man of the Pharisees 

. a ruler.” While the Sadducees held 
the priesthocd in their grasp, the more 
conservative Pharisees had a _ strong 
voice in the Sanhedrin, the council of 
seventy. Niccdemus was a prominent 
member of this august council, 

Verse 2.—“By night Rabbi. we 
know that thou art . . . come from God.” 
His coming by night is commcnly at- 
tributed to fear, but why put the worst 
construction on it? It would be more 
charitable to think that he sought an 
uninterrupted interview. What “signs” 
had convinced him of the divine author- 
ity of Jesus’ mission we do nct know. 
But he brought an inquiring heart, 

Verse 3.—“Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” Like his friend Joseph, Nico- 
demus was looking “for the kingdom of 
God” (Luke 23:51), and Jesus took him 
up on the question of his heart, not on 
the compliments of his lips. Man as 
he is has no capacity for the things of 
the Kingdom of God, and only a birth 
“from above” can impart it to him, 


know what he doeth? 
52 They answered and said unto him, Art thou also of 
and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no 
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Verse 4.—“How can a man be born 
when he is old?” Not a cynical, nor 
unbelieving question, but a request for 
more light. If physical rebirth is utterly 
impossible, according to nature, how can 
this greater thing, spiritual rebirth, be 
brought about? 

Verse 5.—“Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit.” Endless con- 
troversies have raged round this verse. 
See Topics for Development for various 
views, 

Verse 6.—*“That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit.” Whatever is born 
partakes of the nature of that out of 
which it is born, and can partake of 
no other nature. Flesh cannot become 
spiritual by any process of improvement. 

Verse 7.—“Marvel not . Ye must.” 
The impossibility stated in verse 6 makes 
the imperative of the new birth com- 
pletely rational, however mysterious 
the means and operation of it. 

Verse 8.—“The wind . . . so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit.” The 
phenomena of the wind are observable, 
but even our weather bureaus cannot 
mark the origins of tomorrow’s winds, 
nor their points of termination. So 
there is a mystery and a sovereignty in 
the work of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit- 
begotten man is a marvel to his fellow 
men, 

Verse 9.—“How can these things be?” 
The perplexity of Nicodemus is prac- 
tical proof of our Lord’s statement that 
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the unregenerate man, for all his learn- 
ing and intelligence and religion, “can- 
not see the kingdom of God.” See 1 
Corinthians 2:14, 

Verse 10.—“Art thou a master of Is- 
rael, and knowest not these things?” 
Read “the master of Israel.” Nicodemus 
apparently was the chief teacher, as 
Gamaliel later became. There is a sigh 
in this question, for if Israel's leading 
teacher was ignorant of the first prin- 
ciples of spiritual truth, how must it 
be with the people? 

Chap. 7:45.—“Then came the officers 

Why have ye not brought him?” 
The officers were doubtless members of 
the Temple guard, a sort of religious 
police force. They had been sent to ar- 
rest Jesus (v. 32), 

Verse 46.—‘“Never man spake like this 
man.” These men were more sensitive 
and responsive to the majestic teaching 
of the Lord Jesus Christ than their supe- 
riors. His authority, too, restrained 
them. Their authority from the Sanhe- 
drin melted away before His authority 
from Heaven. 

Verse 47.—“Are ye also deceived?” To 
the mind of prejudice, faith always 
seems delusion, 

Verse 48.—“Have any of the rulers 
., . believed on him?” These rulers set 
themselves as patterns for the people. 
The poor ignorant folk should take their 
cue from their enlightened leaders! 


Verse 49.—“But this people who know- 
eth not the law are cursed.” Who were 
respensible for the people’s being so 
ignorant, if not these very leaders? The 
heavier curse rests on those who have 
full opportunity to know, and yet who 
refuse the light. 

Verse 50.—‘He that came to Jesus by 
night, being one of them.” The fruit 
of that midnight conversation is about 
te begin to show itself. 

Verse 51.—“Doth our law judge any 
man, before it hear him?” A stinging 
rebuke. They had been boasting of 
their knowledge of the Law, and were 
not acting according to it. They were 
prejudging, 

Verse 52.—“Out of Galilee ariseth no 
prophet.” Prejudice and rage blinded 
them to facts, and denied an inquiry 
which would have shown that this 
Prophet arose out of Bethlehem! 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The first words of Nicodemus to Jesus 
sound very much like a rehearsed speech 
—and none the worse for that! Here 
was a man in great turmoil of heart and 
perplexity of mind. The coming of 
Jesus upon the scene had disturbed him. 
That this unorthodox, unauthorized 


rabbi had a touch with God which none 
of the Pharisees knew was evident. 
Could this be the promised One who 
should bring in the Kingdom of God? 
Heart-hunger on the one hand, and con- 
fusion on the other, determined Nico- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. January 20.—Matthew Becomes a 
Follower. Matthew 9:9-17; Luke 5:27-39 
Next Week’s Lesson 


5. February 3.—A Pharisee and a Re- 
pentant Woman Luke 7:36-50 








demus to have a personal interview. So 
he went along the dark streets, rehears- 
ing his speech, his heart pounding 
harder at every step. He was a respect- 
able version of the prodigal who prac- 
ticed his speech all the way from the 
pigpen. 

But he only got as far as the first sen- 
tence, when Jesus took over, going to 
the real core of this religious, learned, 
upright man’s need, and our need: “Ye 
must be born again.” The Kingdom of 
God is neither in ceremonial cbservances 
nor in political upheavals, but it is 
“righteousness, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost” (Rom, 14:17). This is 
a realm not native to fallen man. He 
lacks even the capacity to apprehend 
the things of the Kingdom of God (Jchn 
3:3). Nor can these faculties be devel- 
oped in him by training, religious or 
otherwise, for trained flesh i: still flesh 
(v. 6). There must come to him a new 
birth of another and supernatural order 
(vs. 3, 7, where “again”=“from abcve”). 
and by noncarnal means (v. 5). Baffling? 
Mysterious? Yes, just like the wind 
whose phenomena and effects we can 
trace, but which announces neither its 
origin nor its destination. But for all 
its mystery, the new birth is attainable. 
Jesus, who announced it, brings it nigh 
and offers it. Whoso locks to Him for 
the cure of his sin-ridden soul, as the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D 
OW often does Nicodemus appear in 
the Gospel records? 

2. Of what important body was Nico- 
demus a member? 

3. Why did Nicodemus come to Jesus 
by night? 

4. What great doctrine did our Lord 
expound to Nicodemus? 

5. What other Scriptures make clear 
mention of the same doctrine? 

6. What three elemental substances 
are related to the work of the Hcly 
Spirit? 

7. How long was it between the issu- 
ing of the warrant for the arrest of 
Jesus and the return of the officers with- 
out Him? 

8. Why did Nicodemus not give a 
bolder testimony in John 7:51? 

9. Were the Sanhedrists right in their 
statement about Galilee? (v, 52.) 

10. What is significant about the care 
of our Lord’s body after death? 

(Answers on page 39) 
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Israelites looked to the uplifted serpent 
for the cure of their snake-bitten bodies, 
is born again (vs, 14-16), 

Nicodemus was born again. We know 
it, because thereafter he stands apart 
from the unbelieving Pharisees, stand- 
ing for Jesus in face of their prejudice 
(chap. 7:45-52), and coming forward 
with his ministry of love when others 
fled (chap, 19:38-42). Are you born 
again? And is there evidence of it? 
Outline of the Lesson 

1. Nicodemus 

(1) An earnest inquirer (John 3:1-10). 
(2) A cautious defender (chap, 7: 45-52). 
(3) A loving minister (chap, 19:38-42). 

2. The New Birth 
(1) Its categorical imperative (John 3:7) 
(2) Its natural necessity (v. 3), 
(3) Its divine means (v, 5). 
(4) Its basic philosophy (v, 6). 
(5) Its inscrutable mystery (v. 8). 


Topics for Development 


“Born of water and of the Spirit” 
(John 3:5). There are various inter- 
pretations of this verse. The evangel- 
ical view is that, while baptism is in 
view in this verse, it is referred to only 
as an outward symbol of the inner work- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, having itself no 
efficacy for salvation or the new birth. 
Others do not believe that baptism is in 
view here at all, and, among these, two 
interpretations are suggested. Some 
hold to the reading, “born of water, 
even of the Spirit,” a perfectly legitimate 
rendering of the Greek. In this view 
the Holy Spirit is referred to under the 
figure of water to emphasize the cleans- 
ing work of the new birth. Others take 
the water as referring to the Word of 
God, used by the Holy Spirit in the 
work of regeneration. See 1 Peter 1:23; 
Ephesians 5:26: Hebrews 4:12. This 
writer adopts the last of these views. 


Personal Applications 


If time and place deny you an unin- 
terrupted talk with Jesus by day, use 
part of the night (John 3:2), 

The true conqueror of men (Nicode- 
mus) is the man who has been con- 
quered by the Lord Jesus. 

A brilliant intellect may explore the 
realm of nature, but it takes a new heart 
to explore the realm of God (v. 3). 

A spiritual birth cannot be accom- 
plished by carnal means (v, 5), 

Never mistake reformation for regen- 
eration (v. 6) 

Be sure you know all the facts before 
you pass judgment (chap, 7:51, 52), 


Golden Text 

John 3:3.—“Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” Notice that this is not just an 
arbitrary decree, but a categorical state- 
ment. Without the new faculties which 
come with the new birth, a man is in- 
capable of discerning or appreciating 
spiritual realities, (See 1 Cor, 2:14.) 

WuearTon, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“Sing Them Over Again to Me” 
“Ye Must Be Born Again” 
“Pass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour’ 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and loving Father, receive our praise 
for Thy care of us that makes it pos- 
sible for us to be here again. Receive 
our thanks, too, for Thy Word and for 
those who teach its truths to us. Write 
those truths upon our hearts today and 
make us responsive to them. Give us 
courage to confess Thee before others. 
Help us to do all our work as unto Thee. 
Make our homes dwellings of love and 
peace. Give our land wise and upright 
leaders, and make us a people who rev- 
erence Thee and obey Thee. Forgive our 
forgetfulness of Thee and all our self- 
ishness. Make us clean from all that 
defiles, and lead us in ways of purity, 
truth, and goodness. Purify and 
strengthen Thy Church. Help and cheer 
the downcast, the sick, and the needy. 
Give peace in our time, and let “thy 
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will be done in 
* through Christ 


kingdom come. Thy 
earth as it is in heaven 
our Lord. Amen. 
After the Lesson.—Like Nicodemus, 
we, too, have been puzzled by that great 
“must” of our lesson, “Ye must be born 
again.” We can see that it means we 
must be so changed inside as to beccme 
new people, but with Nicodemus we ask, 
“How can these things be?” The an- 
swer takes in the other great “must” 
in the lesson. “As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of man be lifted up: that who- 
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soever believeth in him should not per- 
ish, but have. eternal life.” The Lord 
Jesus must be lifted up—on Calvary’s 
cross, it means—lifted up to die for us 
that we might live, Each person who 
believes the Saviour died for him and 
trusts himself to Him receives eternal 
life. The life of the new birth becomes 
his. When anyone gets concerned 
enough about his sin to ask the Lord 
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Jesus to save him, a change of heart oc- 
curs, and that is the new birth. 

It is a threefold change. First, our 
attitude to sin is changed. We no longer 
delight in sin, nor excuse it. We hate 
it and are ashamed of it. We con‘ess 
it and turn from it. Next, because our 
standing before God is changed, our at- 
titude to Him is different. A new-bcrn 
baby has no past, and we, as new-born 
into God’s family, are set free from our 
sinful past so as to stand before God 
as though we had never sinned. That 
changes our feeling toward God. In- 
stead of dreading Him, wanting noth- 
ing to do with Him, we love Him, trust 
Him as our Father, delight to draw near 
to Him and long to please Him. Last, 
our attitude toward life is changed. In- 
stead of wanting to get all we can from 
life to please and gratify ourselves, we 
want instead to please God by using our 
lives to serve Him and our fellows. 
Such a change of attitudes to sin, to 
God, and to life is truly a new birth, 
and such a change comes to us when we 
truly turn from our sin to our Saviour. 

Vancouver, B, C., CAN, 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“A man of the Pharisees, named Nico- 
demus” (John 3:1).—I can still hear a 
dear friend of mine—Alfred Mace, wh« 
is now in the Glory—saying, “Nicode- 
mus was a man with degrees, who had 
to be born again.” He was an “M.P.,” 
an “R.J.,” and a “T.I.” A Man of the 
Pharisees, a Ruler of the Jews, and a 
Teacher in Israel! Degrees represent 
learning, but not necessarily the knowl- 
edge of the Christ of God, whom to 
know is life eternal (John 17:3). 

It would appear from the question: 
“How can a man be born when he is 
old?” that Nicodemus was getting on 
in years; but despite his age, experience, 
degrees, position, and religion, he was 


appallingly ignorant of his need of a 
new birth. Although the Pharisees as 


Nicodemus 
seeker 


a group were hypocritical, 
seems to have been a sincere 
after truth. 

In Matthew 23 we are given the Lord’s 
description of the Pharisees. They sat 
“in Moses’ seat,” they made broad their 
phylacteries—that is, they wore Scrip- 
ture texts in large letters on their gar- 
ments—they also wore large tassels. 
They liked the seats of honor at feasts; 
and the prominent seats in the syna- 
gogues; and loved to be called Rabbi, 
or Teacher, 

They made long prayers, they tithed 
the smallest herbs, they kept the outside 
of cup and platter clean. Outwardly 
they were very careful, but inwardly 
very lax. And the Lord tells us that 
“all their works they do for to be seen 
of men.” They “trusted in themselves 
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Lesson for January 27 


that they were righteous, and despised 
(Luke 18:9) 
preacher, 


others” 

An American while visit- 
ing in France, was asked to speak to 
a fellow countryman who was dying in 
the same hotel where the preacher was 
staying. He readily agreed to do so. 
While in the presence of the dying man, 
“What is your hope of the 
future?” “I hope to be happy forever in 
Heaven,” was the answer. “I have never 
done anything very bad in this world. 
My little faults, such as are common to 
all men, I am sure God will overlook. 
But in all serious matters my account is 
clear. I depend upon the exact awards 
of justice, and I expect to reteive for 
the deeds done in the body, a welcome 
to everlasting life beyond the grave.” 
The preacher was speechless. But after 
silently looking to the Lord for guidance 
what to say, he “preached unto 
pointed out to him the 


he asked, 


as to 
him Jesus.” He 
between the Phurisee and the 
(Luke 18): but all t 


The man died without an expression of 


contrast 
publican no avail 
repentance or faith 

or America the preacher 
was requested by the widow to look 
up the man’s friends. He found them 
very but extremely reluctant 
to telk ab. ut him. Finally, he appealed 
to one of ihem to explain this reluctance, 
ind wus informed that the deceased had 
been a forger, and had fled to France 
His fam- 


Upon leaving 


cour. cous 


+ 


for his crime. 


to escape arres 
ily wus suffering the disgrace of his 
forgery and embezzlement in a public 


office! 


“No man co these miracles 
ercepl Cron ” wid him” (John 3:2) 
Nicodemus had observed the miracles 


wrought by the Lord. Miracles were 
the Lord’s credentials, so to speak, They 
proved that He was the’ promised 
Prophet and Messiah Furthermore, 
they manifested God's approval of Him 
(Acts 2:22). 

It was predicted that the Lord would 
miracles (Isa. 35:4-6; 42:6, 7) 
that He had wrought 


work 
Nicodemus knew 
genuine miracles 

“Jesus answered and said ,, ,. Except a 
man be born ayain, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God” ‘(John 3:3).—Knowing 
the Lord Jesus as a “teacher” was not 
sufficient. The essential thing was a new 
birth. What was necessary in that day 
is necessary today: “Ye must be born 
again.” 

A Roman Catholic priest was my fel- 
low passenger on a train, some time ago, 
In the conversation, he 
surprised me by asking: “How would 
you interpret John 3:3?” The substance 
I would 


course of the 


of my answer was as follows: 
point out to my hearers that since the 
text says: “Ye must be born again,” 
one’s first birth must not be brought into 
consideration. Even though one is born 
of Christian parents and reared strictly 
in a religious atmosphere, one must be 
born again; because “that which is born 
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of the flesh is flesh"—and “they that are 
in the flesh cannot please God.” 

Then I would call attention to the fact 
that the agents or instruments in the 
accomplishing of the new birth are 
“water and the Spirit.” To illus- 
trate, I would ask the Apostle Peter 
how he was born again, and hear him 
say: “Being born again, not of cor- 
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of God, which liveth and abideth 
for ever... . And this is the word which 
by the gospel is preached unto you” (1 
Pet, 1:22-25). Peter was born again by 
believing the Gospel. And the Gospel 
is the good news of the death of Christ 
for cur sins, His burial, His resurrec- 
tion and manifestation (1 Cor. 15:3-5). 

I would also ask James how he was 
born again and hear him say, “Of his 
own will begat he us with the word of 
truth” 1:18). I would also ask 
the Apostle Paul how the Corinthians 
were bern again and hear him say, “In 
Christ Jesus I have begotten you through 
the gospel” (1 Cor. 4:15). And if I 
asked the Apostle John the same ques- 
tion, he would say, “Whosoever believeth 
that Jesus is the Christ is born of God” 
(1 John 5:1). 

Thus, I would knew that the “water” 
is a symbol of God's Word. (I would 
also know it from John 15:3; Eph. 5:26.) 
When I believe the Word which by the 
Gospel is preached unto me, the Holy 
Spirit causes that incorruptible seed to 
germinate, so to speak, and I am born 
anew—born from above! 

“What about baptism?” he asked. I 
“Once you are born again, 
you are a proper candidate for baptism 
‘Then they that gladly received his 
word were baptized’ (Acts 2:41).” I 
also quoted Acts 8: 36-38; 10:47, 48: 16:33: 
18:8. 

Being a Romanist, he didn’t accept it. 
He advocated baptismal regeneration- 
evidently forgetting that in Scripture 
baptism is a “burial” not a “birth” 


(Jas 


answered 


(Rom, 6:4; Col, 2:12). 
Wawona, CALIF, 
bh 3 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 
AY, fellows, there are two charac- 
ters in the Gospel record who are 
unique in their relation to Jesus. They 
were Nicodemus, the subject of our les- 
son today, and Joseph of Arimathza. 


Both were Pharisees, members of the 
Sanhedrin, the organization which 
sought for and secured the death of 
Jesus. It is evident, however, that 
they did not vote with the other 
members to condemn Jesus to death. 
Nicodemus almost defended Jesus to 


them on one occasion when he ventured 
to suggest, “Doth our law judge any 
man, before it hear him, and know what 
he doeth?” Then they turned upon 
Nicodemus and asked, “Art thou also 
of Galilee?” 


(9) 33 


Nicodemus had sought Jesus “by 
night.” Both he and Joseph of Arima- 
thea were expecting the Messiah of 
prophecy to come. The miracles which 
Jesus did and the matchless words which 
He spoke had convinced them that He 


must be the Son of God. John states 
that Joseph was “a disciple of Jesus, 
but secretly for fear of the Jews” (John 


19: 38). 

Both those men must have witnessed 
the Crucifixion and both became much 
bolder afterward, fcr we find them com- 
ing again into the picture immediately 
after the Crucifixion. Joseph went to 
Pilate and asked permission to take the 
body of Jesus and bury it in his own 
tomb—a new one which had not yet 
been ogcupied; and Nicodemus brought 
a hundred pcunds of myrrh and aloés— 
costly stuff—to anoint the body for 
burial; and they wrapped the body in 
fine linen, and placed it carefully in the 
new, rock-hewn tomb, 


Both these men were rich and influen. 
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tial; both were under definite conviction 
that Jesus was all that He claimed to 
be. Yet they did nothing to save Him 
from a cruel death on the cross. Their 
ministry to Him was after He was dead; 
then with a keen sense of what was 
due Him they made bold to give Him 
a decent burial, 

And that is the very last we see (in 
the record) of Nicodemus and Joseph of 
Arimathzwa. All through the Book of 
Acts we find Peter and the other dis- 
ciples givirg their testimony to the sav- 
ing and keeping power of Jesus of Naz- 
areth, the Messiah of prophecy, but 
nothing from Joseph and Nicodemus. 
They just buried Him, 

Fellows, do you realize it is quite 
possible for Christians today to be in 
the N. & J. class? They are the ones 
who recognize Jesus as all He claims to 
be; yet fail to go all out for Him. By 
their silence and by their hesitation— 
they just bury Him Decently, yes— 
but bury. If you are not a radiant 
Christian, using the means and the op- 
portunity God has given you to give 
your testimony to the saving and keep- 
ing power of your risen Lord, you are 
just leaving Him buried. So far as your 
life and influence are counting, He is 
still in the tomb. You do not hear peo- 
ple (the fellows you go with) abusing 
Jesus, like the Pharisees did who hated 
Him ard wanted Him crucified; they 
just ignore Him, and you hesitate to 
tell them how wonderful He is. 

Yes, Joseph was “a disciple of Jesus, 
but secretly for fear of the Jews.” It 
is quite possible that you, too, are a dis- 
ciple of Jesus, but silently for fear the 
follows will laugh at you, or ignore you. 
Indifference sometimes can do more 
harm than open hostility. 

FonTANA DaM, N. C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to iliustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Even an Archdeacon or Bishop.—Ver- 
ily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God (John 3:3, Golden 
Text) Bishop Jchn Taylor Smith, for- 
mer Chaplain General of the British 
Army, . . . was preaching in a large 
cathedral on this , , . text. In order 
to drive it home, he said: “My dear 
people, do not substitute anything for 
the new birth. You may be a member 
of a church, but church member- 
ship is not new birth, and ‘except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of Ged.’ ,. . . On his left sat the 
archdeacon in his stall. Pointing - di- 
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rectly at him, he said, “You might even 
be an archdeacon like my friend in his 
stall and not be born again, and ‘ex- 
cept a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.’ You might 
even be a bishop like myself, and not 
be born again, and ‘except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.’” ,... A day or so later he re- 
ceived a letter from the archdeacon, in 
which he wrote: “My dear Bishop: 
You have found me out. I have been 
a clergyman for over thirty years, but 
I had never knewn anything of the joy 
that Christians speak of. I never could 
understand it. Mine has been hard, 
legal service. I did not know what was 
the matter with me, but when you 
pointed directly to me, and said, ‘You 
might even be an archdeacon and not 
be born again,’ I realized in a moment 
what the trouble was. I had never 
known anything of the new birth.” He 
went on to say that he was wretched 
and miserable, had been unable to sleep 
all night, and begged for a conference, 
if the bishop could spare the time to 
talk with him. “Of course, I could spare 
the time,” said Bishop Smith, “and the 
next day we got together over the Word 
of God, and, after some hours, we were 
both on our knees, the archdeacon tak- 
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ing his place before God as a poor, lost 
sinner, and telling the Lord Jesus he 
would trust Him as his Saviour. From 
that time on everything has been dif- 
ferent."—From “Illustrations of Bible 
Truth,” by H. A. Ironside. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. Prize 
illustration. 


Striking Contrast.—That which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit (John 3:6). An 
interesting contrast is presented by 
Brother Chie to a Buddhist as to faith 
in God or in idols: “We believe God 
created men: you believe God was made 
by man. We believe in the work of 
Christ, in. the merit of His shed blood 
to be saved; you trust in your own 
merits to find life. We believe the Lord 
came to seek and to save us; you go 
everywhere on the hilltops and to the 
shrines to seek God. We believe God 
gave us new birth and new life to be 
His children: you believe that if you 
do not find God you will be changed 
into animals after death."—From Quar- 
terly Letter of Immanuel Mission to 
Seamen. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


It Was Christ Who Said It.—Marvel 
not that I said unto thee, Ye must be 
born again (John 3:7). It is told of Mr. 








The Golden Text in Song 


John 3: 3. 
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Moody that a haughty looking woman 
spoke to him one evening after he had 
preached a sermon on the dying thief. 
In a high-pitched, angry voice she said 
to the evangelist, “Sir, according to you, 
respectable people like myself must en- 
ter Heaven the same way as that thief.” 
“Oh, no, madam,” said Mr. Moody, “it 


isn’t according to me: it’s what Christ 
said. I’m giving you His Word, and 
those who do not accept Him as the 


dying thief did, go to hell, like the other 
thief.".—Source unknown. Sent by J 
Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can, 


Not Always the Same Method.—The 
wind bloweth where it listeth (John 3: 
8). The Spirit is like the wind. There 
is mystery, there is power, and we can- 
not chart the course of the Spirit. He 
is sovereign to do as He pleases, just 
as the wind blows where it lists. He 
did not use the same method or manner 
with Savonarola and Knox and Luther 
and Wesley and Moody. Just as there 
are hurricanes and zephyrs, so the Spirit 
storms and socthes, He speaks in mighty 
tornado or gentlest whisper. The Spirit 
did not work in the Reformation as He 
did in the Great Awakening. With 
Whitefield He blew in one fashion, with 
Moody in another. The great Awaken- 
like the Welsh Revival.— 
From “The Wind and the Spirit,” by 
Vance Havner. Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


ing was not 


Mystery Doesn’t Bother in the Dining 
Room.—Nicodemus answered and said 
unto him, How can these things be? 
(John 3:9.) Did you ever raise a radish? 


You put a small black seed into the 
black soil, and in a little while you 
return to the garden and find the full 
grown radish. The top is green, the 


body white and almost transparent, and 
the skin a delicate red or pink, What 
mysterious power reaches out and 
gathers from the ground the particles 
which give it form and size and flavor? 
Whose is the invisible brush that trans- 
fers to the root, growing in darkness, 
the hues of the summer sunset? If we 
were to refuse to eat anything until we 
could understand the mystery of its cre- 
ation we would die of starvation—but 
mystery, it seems, never bothers us in 
the dining room; it is only in the 
church that it causes us to hesitate. — 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


The Disturber Converted.—Why have 
ye not brought him? (John 7:45.) I 
read in the Life of John Wesley a story 
of Methodists meeting in a barn, and 
how certain of the villagers, who were 
afraid to break through the door, re- 
solved to place one inside who would 
open the door to them during the serv- 
ice, that they might disturb the con- 
gregation. This person went in before 
service began, and concealed himself in 
a sack in a corner of the barn. When 
the Methodists began to sing, he liked 
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the tune so well that he would not get 
out of the sack till he had heard it 
through. Then followed a prayer, and 
during that prayer, God worked on the 
man in the sack, so that he began to cry 


for mercy. The good people looked 
around, and were astonished to find a 
sinner in a sack seeking his Saviour. 


The door opened to the mob 
after all: for he who intended to do so 
was converted. It does not matter why 
the people come to hear the Gospel; 
God can bless them in any case. If 
Christ is preached, men will be saved, 
even if they come to disturb.—From 
“God’s Nearness to Us.” by C. H. Spur- 
geon. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


was not 


Useful Only When Applied. Have any 
of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed 
on him? (John 7:48.) Nicodemus, one 
of the rulers of the Jews. was saved, 
because he believed on Christ. Many 
other rulers and Pharisees were not be- 
Him. 
Christian, 


cause they reused to believe on 
A soap manufacturer, not a 
was talking with a minister. Said the 
soap-maker, “The Gospel you preach 
hasn’t done much good, for there’s still 
a lot of wickedness and wicked people.” 
The preacher made no immediate reply, 
but they soon passed a child making 
mud pies. He was exceedingly dirty. 
It was then the preacher’s turn, and so 
he said, “Soap hasn’t done much good 
in the world, I see, for there's still much 
dirt and many dirty people.” “Oh, well,” 


answered the manufacturer, “soap is 
useful only when it is applied.” “Ex- 
actly,” was the minister's reply: “so it 
is with the Gospel we proclaim.”’—From 


Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. Charles 
F. Zoschke, Bartlett, Kans. 


rd 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


THE Man Wuo Came sy NIGHT 


AST week we studied about a man 

who, when he heard the call of 
Jesus, at once left all, rose up, and fol- 
lowed Him. His next act was to make 
a great’ feast in honor of Jesus, inviting 
many friends to come and meet Him 
Who was he? 

Today we are going to read about Nico- 
demus, who forms quite a contrast to 
Matthew. Turn to John 3:1 and find out 
who Nicodemus was. (A ruler of the 
Jews.) The Jews were under the Ro- 
man Government, but they had some 
rulers of their own, whom the Roman 
Government permitted to judge matters 
relating to the Jewish religion. This 
Jewish council was called the Sanhedrin, 
and had great influence, but did not 
have the power to condemn anyone to 
death. (See John 19:7, 10.) 

Nicodemus was a member of the San- 
hedrin, and so was an important and 
influential man among the Pharisees, 


who had scorned Matthew the publican. 
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ARE YOU THE MAN? 


Somewhere there is a strong handy man who would 
like to assist the engineer in a Christian school in New 
York City. Perhaps he is alone and would like a com- 
fortable room with meals as a part of his modest 
compensation. Address Adv. No. 687, The Sunday 
School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Read John 3:2 and find out when he 
came to Jesus and why, (He came by 
night.) Nicodemus is only mentioned 
three times in the Bible and each time 
it states that he came to Jesus by night. 
Why do you think he came at night? 


(So no one would see him come.) I am 
afraid you are right. Nicodemus be- 
lieved that Jesus was a teacher come 


from God, but he did not take a stand 
for Him openly. However, he did come 
to Him. No doubt he wanted to hear 
more of His wonderful words, and if 
possible see more miracles, 

But Jesus immediately pointed out to 


Nicodemus his need of the new birth. 
Nicodemus was astonished, partly be- 
cause the new birth seemed hard to 
understand, partly because he did not 
appear to need it. That is, he was a 
good, respectable citizen. The Jews 
would not have any other kind num- 
bered among their leaders. If Nicode- 
mus had been down in sin, he might 


have realized that he needed to be born 
again. Last week I talked with a woman 
who said she did not believe that “good” 
people needed to be saved. She thinks 
she will get to Heavn if anyone does 
because she lives a good life. But I 
pointed out to her that Nicodemus did, 
too, yet Jesus said to him, “Ye must be 
born again.” 

Before we go on with Nicodemus, let 
us talk a little about the new birth. 
Spiritual birth is as great a mystery as 
physical birth. We cannot understand 
how God gives life in either case. But 
the happy thing is that we do not have 
to understand. All we need to know is 
found in verse 5. Spiritual birth takes 
place when a person is born of water 
and of the Spirit. Water is used in 
Scripture to represent the Word of God. 
(See Psa. 119:9; Eph. 5:26.) A person is 
born again when the Holy Spirit applies 
the Word of God to his heart, so that he 
receives Christ as his Saviour. Has 
that happened to you? If not, you can 
never get into the Kingdom of God. 
Stay after class and let us talk about 
it. Today can be your second birthday. 

Let us all recite John 3:14-18. We do 
not know whether Nicodemus was born 
again the day he heard these wonderful 
words or not, but I think he must have 
been. At any rate, the last time Nico- 
demus is mentioned in Scripture, it is 
evident that he was born again. 

Now turn to John 7:45-52. The Lord 
Jesus had gone up to Jerusalem for the 
feast of the Jews. He said many won- 
dérful things that day, and many of the 
people believed on Him. This enraged 
the Pharisees, so that they sent Jewish 
officers to arrest Jesus and bring Him 
before the Sanhedrin for trial. But 
when the officers came to take Him, they 
heard Him say such wonderful words, 
they just could not arrest Him. One 
thing He said was, “If any man thirst, 
let him come unto me, and drink.” The 
officers went back without Him. Read 
verse 45 and see what the members of 
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the Sanhedrin said. What did the offi- 
cers reply? They were certainly right 
that “never man spake like this man.” 
Remember that Nicodemus was a member 
of this council. As soon as he heard 
them say that, I think he remembered 
some of the wonderful words Jesus had 
said to him. But notice what the Phari- 
sees said in verse 48. If Nicodemus had 
confessed Christ they would not have 
asked that question. Have you con- 
fessed the Lord Jesus? Would it be pos- 
sible that such a question might be 
asked in your classroom at school, “Have 
any of the teachers or pupils believed 
in Jesus?” I hope everyone knows that 
you girls do believe in Him. Nicodemus 
did try to speak a word for the Lord in 
verse 51. Although he said so little, his 
Simple question seems to have offended 
the group. How prejudiced they were 
against Jesus! 

They said, “This people who knoweth 
not the law are cursed.” They claimed 
to know it themselves, so they should 
have been the first to recognize their 
Messiah, Their own Scriptures had fore- 
told that He would be born in Beth- 
lehem, of a virgin of the house of Da- 
vid, and several other prophecies which 


would have identified Him at once, if 
they had been willing to consider the 
evidence, 

Now find John 19:38-42: Two rich, 
influential men went to Pilate after 
Jesus had been crucified, to beg for His 
body that they might give Him fitting 


burial. This showed they 
which proves that they had 
Who were these two 


and costly 
loved Him, 
been born again. 


men? What does the Bible say about 
Joseph of Arimathzwa? (He was a “dis- 
ciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of 
the Jews.”) Nicodemus was just such 
another, for again we are reminded that 
he came to Jesus by night. It is far 
better to be a secret believer than to 


a secret believer 
concerned about 


be an unbeliever. But 
shows that he is more 
what other people think of him than 
about what Jesus thinks of him. Are 
any of us like that? How sad it is when 


people put popularity ahead of Christ! 
Popularity is a changeable thing, but 
the Lord Jesus never changes. And He 


“Whosoever shall confess me be- 
fore men, him will I confess also before 
my Father which is in heaven” (Matt 
10:32). Which is worth more, to be 
popular here on earth with the crowd 
who are on the way to hell, or to have 
the Lord of Glory say of you: “This is 


says, 


My dear child. She took her stand for 
Me in the world where I was rejected’’? 
FERNDALE, WASH, 


ve 

Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 

















Lesson for January 27 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Visitor at Night (John 3:1-3, 9-16) 


AVE a footstep for Matthew alone 
fastened to the poster. Review the 
story of his call. It may be a delicate 
matter, especially with older boys and 
girls, to prepare the footsteps for per- 
sonal following of Christ. It need not 
be a perfect record, yet there should 
have been honest effort and some im- 
provement to entitle them to the claim. 
A prayer time beforehand might help. 
Four fishermen, one tax collector! 
When Christ called them, they stepped 
out before all to follow Him. Who next 
will come? John sees someone coming 
—slowly, at night, looking all around 
to be sure nobody is watching him— 
Nicodemus, the teacher. He is coming! 
Not to the Lord Jesus as the Lamb of 
God. the Saviour, does he come, but 
to the Lord Jesus as a teacher sent from 
God. 

Right away the Lord begins to teach 
him. He teaches him that he must be 
born again if he wants to go to Heaven. 
Now Teacher Nicodemus is like a school- 
boy again, asking questions of the Great 
Teacher, “How can a man be born when 
he is old?” The Lord Jesus told a story. 
Way back in the days of Moses people 
were dying of snake bite. Moses put 
up a brass snake on a pole for every- 
body to see. God promised that every- 
one who looked at the brass snake on 
the pole would be cured of snake bite, 
have new life, and not die. My, my, 
my! What wonderful things happened 
as one dying person after another looked 
at the snake and received life af%ain, 
and joyfully went back to work! 

Just like that, said the Lord, the Son 
of man is going to be put up on a pole, 
and whoever looks on Him and believes 
is cured of sin-bite, and a new life 
is born inside him, ready for Heaven 
—spirit-life which will never die. Body- 
life is for earth, spirit-life is for Heaven, 
(Pictures of the brass snake and of the 
Crucifixion may be used, or the outline 
of a pole with a snake on it, and of the 
cross may be drawn on the blackboard.) 

Nicodemus is learning! But slow! So 
the Lord Jesus explains it again: “God 
so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life’ (John 3:16, Mem- 
ory Verse). 

Nicodemus became a secret believer. 
He was afraid someone would make fun 
of him, so he did not tell his friends. 
Yes, he came to the Lord Jesus, but 
was he a gocd follower? No, not until 
he saw happen just what the Lord Jesus 
told him about! The day the Lord Jesus 
was crucified—put up on a pole of wood 
for all to see—Nicodemus looked and 
believed. His sin-bite was cured. He 


didn’t care now who knew that he be- 
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lieved. He bought a hundred pounds 
of spices, and helped bury the dead body 
of the one who died that he might have 
new life (John 19:39, 40). 

I have known boys and girls like 
Nicodemus, They have come to the Lord 
Jesus and been forgiven—cured of the 
sin-bite—given new life, ready for 
Heaven. But they don’t dare tell their 
fathers and mothers or the boys and 
girls at school. Someone might make 
fun of them. Others of you who are 
Christians in your hearts have never 
made a public testimony to it by being 
baptized and joining the church to be 
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ANNOUNCING TWO CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS MERGED 


The WORLD CHRISTIAN FUNDAMENTALS ASSOCIATION, INC... of which Dr. 
Pau) W’. Rood was president for many years, has jomed the SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION, 
INC., of which he is chairman and Peter Deyneka 1s founder and general director 

By merging these two associations, we will be able to extend the Lord’s work farther and wider to 
reach the unreached with the Gospel. We invite all God’s children to jom us m prayer and through 
their gifts to enable us to send out and support more missionaries, to distribute more New Testaments 
and other fundamental Gospel literature among the Siavic-spegking people and others, as well as the 
Jewish people in Cuba and Uruguay, to broadcast twenty half-hour Russian programs weekly on short 
wave from HCJB, Quito, Ecuador, to maintain the Russian Bible Institute in Argentina, and to help, 
with relief, the needy Christians and D.P.’s in Europe. Our fields are Europe, South America, United 
States of America, Canada, and Alaska. 

When sending your gifts, make checks payable to the 


SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Peter Deyneka, General Director Dept. T 2434 N. Kedzie Boulevard, Chicago 47, Illinois 
In Canada—l4 Park Road, Toronto, Ontario 
Peter Deyneka’s report on Jugoslavia and Europe will be sent free on request. 
NOTE: Have you read the book, TWICE BORN RUSSIAN — Peter Deyneka’s life story and account of mis- 
sionary work of the association. Price, $1.30. 
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never told your teacher at school you 
are a Christian. Will you join Nico- 
demus this week by coming right out 
into daylight as he did when Jesus died, 
and not be a nighttime Christian? (Put 
his footstep on the poster in place of 
Matihew’s. Help individuals decide 
where, how, or to whom to give their 
witness. ) 
ORONO, MAINE, 
we 


ve 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HOPE you are putting a picture in 

the snapshot book each Sunday, You 
can never know how much impression 
those pictures make on the child’s mind, 
And right here comes in the law of 
association, This is a good illustration. 
As I looked at the title of this lesson, 
“Nicodemus, a Hesitant Follower,” in 
my mind I saw the little picture we 
had when I was a child, of Nicodemus 
with some sort of lantern, going along 
a dark street. A lifetime has not erased 
that association of picture and name. 
That is the reason we use so many visual 
aids, at least that is one reason. The 
small child will always associate the 
pictures with the stories. This law of 
association is a strange one. On the 
morning of the San Francisco earth- 
quake of 1906, my house at Mt. Hermon 
was heavy with the perfume of armfuls 
of azalea blossoms I had gathered the 
evening before. My first impression on 
waking in the shaking house was the 
overpowering odor of the flowers. Forty- 
five years have not dimmed that associ- 
ation, for I cannot even now smell 
the azaleas without instantly think- 
ing, “farthquake!” We should take ad- 
vantage of this law by using visual aids, 
and tying them up with Bible stories 
and texts, 

Now, what about Nicodemus? One 
teacher says he was a coward and 
ashamed to come to Jesus in the day- 
time when he might be seen. Another 
says he was a busy man and had no 
opportunity to come in the daytime. In 
my own mind I have felt that he was 
a cautious man, realizing his important 
position as a teacher in the synagogue, 
and wanting to find out about Jesus in 
secret, so that there would be no gos- 
sip about the meeting. Of one thing I 
am sure, Nicodemus was an honest in- 
quirer, for the Lord in speaking to him 
gave the most wonderful truths in the 
whole New Testament, John 3:16, and 
the other precious verses of that chap- 
ter. The conversation recorded could 
not have taken place had not Nicodemus 
been an earnest seeker. 

If he was a coward on his visit by 
night, he was not ashamed to speak for 
the Lord later when the Pharisees were 
seeking to have the Lord Jesus Christ 
brought before them for questioning. 
And I love to think how he came with 
costly spices to help Joseph of Arima- 
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thea lay away tenderly the broken body 
of the Lord Jesus in the new tomb. 
They may both have been secret dis- 
ciples until that day on Golgotha’s hill, 
but they lost their fear then, and claimed 
the body of Jesus. I think we can call 
Nicodemus a follower of the Lord. He 
didn’t follow as openly as the fishermen 
and Matthew, but don't forget that Peter 
denied the Lord, and they all fled when 
Jesus was condemned. God knows the 
hearts of people, and He understands 
how hard it is for some to stand out 
bravely against the crowd, 

When I was a young person I was very 
free with my condemnation of anyone 
that I felt was cowardly, but as the 
years have passed, I am not so quick 
with my verdict. Down through the 
centuries, timid disciples have at last 
died for their faith. I cannot see the 
hearts of men and women. We cannot 
even know the hearts of the children, 
so, let’s be short on blaming anyone 
or calling them cowards, 

I like to think of that night when 
Nicodemus first heard that verse we love 
so well. That was the first time he had 
ever heard that God so loved the world, 
That was the first time he had ever 
heard that a man must be born again. 
How wonderful it must have been to 
him! We have heard it so often that 
we cannot know how it seems to one 
who has never heard before, 

Missionaries have the great joy of 
telling the story of the Lord Jesus and 
His death to those who have never heard 
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it before, and they know the joy that 
comes into hopeless hearts when they 
know that God loved them and Christ 
died for them. But there are children 
in our own land who have never heard, 
and it should be our duty and pleasure 
to take the Gospel to them. How hard 
have you tried to gather in the children 
to Sunday school? How much effort 
have you put into child evangelism 
classes or other home classes? How 
many times have you told a child about 
the Lord Jesus, and explained how Jesus 
loves him? 

Oh, teachers, we are missing so much 
if we are not praying and working to 
win each child for the Lord! Make 
each Sunday count. Visit the children 
during the week. Pray every day for 
each child. 

FELTON, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 31) 

1. Three times (John 3:1-10; 7:45-52; 
19: 38-42). 

2. The Sanhedrin (chap, 7:50). 

3. Some say because of fear, but why 
not allow better motives—earnestness 
and desire for uninterrupted conversa- 
tion? 

4. The new birth. 

5. James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:3, 23. 

6. Water (John 3:5; Ezek, 36:25-27); 
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wind (John 3:8; Ezek, 37:9, 10, 12-14); 
fire (Matt, 3:11; Isa. 4:4), 

7. It would about four days. 
See John 7:14, 32, 37, 45. The feast 


lasted eight days, 


seem 


§. It was as bold as the situation al- 
lowed or required, and fully conveyed 
to the Sanhedrin the conviction of Nico- 
demus (v, 52). 

9. Elijah, Elisha, Amos, and Jonah are 
by many identified with.that section of 
the country It was a rash statement, 
made in heat, 

10. From all we know, only believing 
and loving hands touched Him after 
death 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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A. J. Gordon, Prophet of 
Pentecost 
(Continued from second page) 


read and study this vital discussion of 
the language of the Bible as the words 
of God which are spirit and life, 

Dr. Gordon is at his best in dealing 
with the “Administration of the Spirit.” 
His own church was a living example of 
this work of the Holy Spirit in the min- 
istry and government of the Church, 
in the preaching and praying and sing- 
ing of the Church, and finally in the mis- 
sion of the Church to take the Gospel 
to the ends of the earth, 

This brief but pregnant treatise on the 











\ Fea 


“You can't make God 
an elective subject.'’—So 


the development 





BROOK ean | 





said a distinguished college president. 

And since its foundation in 1922 Stony 

Brook School has had for its chief objective 

of Christian manhood 
through the Gospel. 


Bible-Lentered Curriculum 


e Sound Education 

e Christian Teachers 

e Respect for Authority 

e Spiritual Things Come First 

e Healthy, Wholesome Mode of Living 
Stony Brook is a college preparatory school for boys, 
and runs from the seventh through the twelfth grade. 


The school often accepts new boys in January. For 
a catalog or further information address 


FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Litt.D., D.D., Headmaster 
Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 


Please mention The Sunday School Times 








Faith Theologieal 
Seminary 


FUNDAMENTAL 


A Bible-centered curriculum taught by 
Bible-believing men 


A constant emphasis upon Evangelism, 
Missions. the Separated Life, Prayer, 
and dependence upon the Lord. 


For information, address: 
DR. PETER STAM, JR., Registrar 
1303 Delaware Avenue 


Wilmington 6, Delaware 


PREMILLENNIAL 
SCHOLARLY 














40 (16) 


DO YOU MAKE THESE 
MISTAKES IN ENGLISH? 


MANY PE RSONS say ‘‘between you and 


I’ instead of “between you and me’’— 


or use ‘“‘who’’ fur ‘“‘whom'’—or don’t 
know whether to spell certain words 
with one or two ‘“‘c’s’’ or ‘“‘m’s” or 
“r's’’ etc. Every time you speak or 


write you show what you are. Mistakes 
in English reveal lack of education, 
refinement. Real command of English 
will help you reach any goal, 

Only 15 minutes a day with Sherwin Cody's 
invention—and you can actually SEE your English 
improve. It teaches by HABIT—makes it easier to 
do the RIGHT way. Wonderful self-correcting lessons 
FREE BOOK. Lack of language power may be costing 





you thousands of dollars every year. See what Mr 
Cody's method can do for you; it costs nothing to find 
out. Write now for free book, . You Can Master 
Good English in 15 Minutes a " Sherwin Cody 


Jay 
Course in English, 351 B & O Bldg. -» Rochester 14, N.Y 
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living and present Holy Spirit closes 
with a chapter on “The Ascent of the 
Spirit.” As Christ ascended when His 
earthly ministry was finished, so the 
Holy Spirit will ascend with His Body. 
The final fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy 
of the outpouring of the Spirit, and the 


coming age, is touched upon briefly, 
leaving unanswered questions. As Dr. 


Gordon treats the blessed hope of 
Christ’s return, he might well have em- 
phasized here what was a supreme pas- 
sion of his heart—the completion of the 
great commission, He had written: “No- 
where is the hand of the Spirit more 
distinctly seen than in the origination 
and superintendence of missions.” In- 
deed that was the one great purpose of 
the Holy Spirit’s coming in this age. 
Acts 1:8 is not only a command to take 
the Gospel to the uttermost part, It is 
a prophecy. The Gospel shall go, As our 
Lord, at the close of His earthly minis- 
try, said to the Father, “I have finished 
the work which thou gavest me to do,” 
so the Holy Spirit will say to the Father 
and the Son, at Christ’s appearing, “I 
have finished the work thou gavest me 
to do.” 
we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 27 


1. Committed to Christ 
(2 Cor. 5:17; Eph. 4:20-32) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE late Rev. L. L. Legters once used 

an illustration that pictured vividly 
the real meaning of committing, or yield- 
ing, or surrendering one’s self to Christ. 
He told of a slave, Sam, who had fallen 
in love and had married a girl who 
belonged to another master. Sam was a 
shiftless and no-account person, but the 
girl was a very valuable maid to this 
other master, and he did not want her 
made unhappy by the constant danger 
that her husband might be sold at any 
time and shipped to another part of the 
country. And so the girl’s master 
bought Sam. 

After the purchase, he told Sam why 
he had bought him, that he knew he 
was of no account, and that he wanted 
him to keep out of his way. However, 
on the first morning after the purchase, 
when the new master came out of his 
house to begin a round of his planta- 
tion, Sam was sitting on the steps. The 
master told him again, that he did not 
want to be bothered with him and to 
keep out of his sight, but Sam pleaded 
to be allowed to go and get his master’s 
horse. The master finally agreed, and 
then mounted the horse and went on his 
way. 

When he returned, there was Sam, 
waiting. Once more the master re- 
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minded him that he was of no account, 
and that he did not want to see him 
around, but Sam again begged to be per- 
mitted to take the horse to the stables. 

And so it went on, day after day, until 
the master began to realize that Sam 
could be depended upon to be on hand 
no matter what the circumstances or the 
weather whenever the master stirred 
from his home. 

Then Mr. Legters would point out 
what a contrast there would have been 
if the master, on that first morning after 
he bought Sam, discovered him plowing 
in the fields. “Sam, what are you doing 
here?” “Why, Master, I’se puttin’ in 
potatoes.” “Get out of here, you no- 
account slave, this is the field I'm keep- 
ing for corn.” On the next day Sam 
would be found busy at work again. 
doing something else that was not in 
the master’s plan or program. And so 
he would go on interfering with his 
master’s work, and becoming more and 
more of a problem and nuisance, 

We smile at the thought of such a 
servant, and yet do we not sometimes try 
to serve the Lord Jesus Christ in just 
such a foolish way? We acknowledge 
Him as our Saviour and our Lord and 
Master, and yet we insist on dashing 
here and there, doing this or that, ac- 
cording to our own ideas and plans, and 
without any thought of asking our Lord 
to show us what His plan is, or of giving 
Him time to instruct or equip us. And 
when He is unable to bless the efforts 
that we make in our own strength and 
according to‘our own ideas, we are dis- 
couraged, disheartened, and puzzled. 


God’s plan for the believer is simple 
and direct. It is just as simple as slid- 
ing out of the driver's seat of a car and 
saying to someone else, “Here, you take 
the wheel and drive, and I will take 
my hands off and will not interfere 
with what you do.” The committal that 
God asks of us first of all is complete 
Romans 12:1, 2 directs us to present our 
“bodies” as a living sacrifice to God 
The thought in the word “bodies” is 
ali our energy, everything that we do 
—our hands, our feet, our eyes, our 
tongues, our brains—all put into His 
hands for His direction and His use, Do 
we need to be reminded that such a 
committal is impossible until we have 
first accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as 
our Saviour? It is impossible fully to 
commit all that we are to anyone that 
we do not trust and love. 


God’s Word tells’ us also in these same 
two verses that such a committal is rea- 
sonable, It is not mechanical or arbi- 
trary, but it satisfies the most exacting 
demands of reason and propriety. One 
factor here is that we are not our own, 
but we are bought with a price (1 Cor. 
6:19, 20). The Lord Jesus paid it on 
Calvary. It is fitting, therefore, and 
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proper that we, in turn, should commit 
to Him all that we are. It is reasonable, 
also, since through such a committal is 
the only way in which we may clearly 
know God’s will (Rom, 12:1, 2). 

We should see also here that complete 
committal to Christ is a most practical 
transaction. Paul found it so after an 
up-and-down experience of victory and 
defeat, doing the things that he would 
not, and failing to do the things he 
wanted to do (Rom, 7:8). 

ve 

Complete committal to Christ is also 
a safe transaction, for the One to whom 
we yield all that we have and are is 
abundantly able to keep that which we 
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have committed unto Him (2 Tim, 1:12). 

And how are we to learn, after such 
a committal, what it is that God wants 
us to do?, Here again God’s plan is 
simple and direct. Like Sam the slave, 
we simply go to our Lord and Master, 
day by day, and ask Him what He wants 
done, and, when we have completed the 
assigned task, or have met with obstacles 
that we cannot control, go back for more 
instructions, Are you following this plan, 
or are you, like the other Sam, rushing 
here and there, to do this or that, only 
to find that it is not what your Lord 
has planned for you, and which will 
please Him? 
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showing Personal Evangel- 
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Scripture portions 
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a ministry. 
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and in Communist-dominated countries 
discipleship is dangerous. Pray for all 
Christians in prison in China. 


Tues.—John 3:1-3, 16-21. 
Afraid of the Light. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Every one that 
doeth evil hateth the light, neither 
cometh to the light, lest his deeds should 
be reproved.” It is because of an evil heart 
in people that they have no interest in 
the Word of God. It is light revealing 
sins and sinfulness, and they love these 
things and therefore will not give the 
Word of God place in their lives. The 
Lord says that they “loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds 
are evil” (v. 19). Pray for the children 
of Christian parents who are beginning 
to show dislike for the truth of God. 


Wed.—Luke 12:4-9. 
Followers Must Be Fearless. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Be not afraid of 
them that kill the body, and after that 
have no more that they can do.” Our 
Lord had no fear of man, and gave Him- 
self up to the most wicked men of all 
time. He would have us unafraid of the 
face of man whose breath is in his nes- 
trils. We are His body and soul. Let 
us, in full surrender, leave all to be 
dealt with as He sees best. Pray for 
faith like that indicated in Romans 
8:33-39, 


Thurs.—Luke 14:25-33. 
The Cost of Being a Disciple. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever doth 
not bear his cross, and come after me, 
cannot be my disciple.” The nature 
and cost of the cross you must bear for 
Christ will be found in verses 26-28 in 
this chapter: and both are summed up 
for us by the Lord in verse thirty-three 
There are many who want the benefits 
of Christ’s atonement for sin who will 
not have His “yoke” and “burden,” 
which He says are “light” and “easy.” 
A cross on a chain around the neck 
will be found heavier eventually if that 
which Christ would have us shoulder 
for Him be rejected. Pray for the Lord’s 
“cross-bearers” living in countries hos- 
tile to His Gospel. 


Fri.—Matthew 5:13-16. 
A Light for Others. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye are the light 
of the world.” Individually and corpo- 
rately believers are God’s only light- 
bearers in this world. Our Lord uses ‘the 
figure of a candlestick to represent His 
churches, and a lamp to represent the 
individual’s witness for Him among 
men. Let your Heaven-given light shine 
in the present darkness in the corner 
where you are stationed for Him. Pray 
that you may be a real burning and 
shining witness for your Lord in your 
home, church, and community. 


Sat.—John 12:34-43. 
It Is Hard To Believe. 


Prayer Succestions: “Therefore they 
could not believe.” The Spirit of. God 
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brought to John’s remembrance the se- 
cret of unbelief stated by Isaiah the 
prophet. Disobedience to God’s Word 
moves the soul down the pathway of 
unbelief. We must obey God’s Word or 
we shall never understand it. We move 
from disobedience to doubt; or from 
faith to faith. Pharaoh found unbelief 
binding him tighter and tighter as he 
rejected God’s Word. Hardness of heart 
accompanies continuing rejection of 
God’s Word. Pray for all evangelists. 


Sun.—John 19:38-42. 
From Caution to Courage. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “Joseph of Ari- 
mathewa ... and... Nicodemus.” Both 
men were secret disciples (see verse 39 
with Mark 15:43). They kept their faith 
in Christ to themselves for a while, but 
ultimately they had to declare their faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Be patient 
with those who seem slow to confess 
Christ. Many timid believers have be- 


come courageous witnesses for the Lord. 
Pray for parents who are anxiously 
waiting for a work of grace in the hearts 
of their erring children, 
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A CRUEL WINTER AND DARK NIGHT GRIPS 
SUFFERERS BEHIND IRON CURTAIN 


We are still in contact with suffering Hebrew Christians in 
Communist countries. We do all we can to help them. The fear, 
the hunger, that have gripped these brethren of our Lord, are 
unimaginable. One of these, acknowledging a food supply sent 
in October, wrote: “I tremble when I think of this winter. We 
shall be very cold! The inadequate nourishment, the lack of lard, 
renders cold even more intolerable. Yes, a very dark night is 
falling upon us all, and only our faith in God gives us strength 
to endure. Your parcels were of great benefit to us. They sup- 
plemented our inadequate diet, so that for some time we did 
not suffer the scourges of hunger. Alas, we are now gnawing 
at the end of them, and the specter of starvation shows again 
its weird face. Please do drive away this specter by sending 
again a food parcel. I am sorry to burden you, but the hungry mouths around 
me compel me to send this S O § call!” 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 


In addition to these sufferers in Europe, we beg of you to also pray for and help 
us relieve our needy Hebrew Christian brethren in the Holy Land, where there is 
so much suffering because of the critical food shortage. Our relief operations not 
only save from starvation, but strengthen the faith of these Hebrew Christians and 
enable them to witness among their unconverted brethren. Please send your 
gift now 

$10.00 will pay for a big, nutritious CARE food parcel for a needy family 
in Europe or in Israel. 
$10.00 a month will support a Hebrew Christian orphan in our 
Children’s Home in Germany. 
An up-to-date News Letter of our work in Europe and Israel will be gladly sent 
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Canada 
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FRANKLIN F, ELLIS, Moody °39, is 
national director of the Child Evangelism Fellowship. 
Since graduation from the Institute, he has pastored two churches, 
carried on a radio ministry, and been active in 


summer Bible conference work. 


“My question had 




















“Where can I secure the most thorough and 
adequate training for Christian service? This 
is the question I asked back in 1933. Having 
been recently converted, | knew God was 
calling me into full-time Christian work . . . 
so I asked this question of God and of godly 
men. 

“After spending much time in prayer and 
investigation, this conclusion stood out in 
my mind: two things are essential in the 
preparation of every Christian worker 
sound doctrine and practical training. 

“When I asked where such preparation 
could be secured, I received a unanimous 
reply: ‘The Moody Bible Institute. There 
is no better place.’ 

“IT enrolled in MBI without delay. What 
did I find as a student? Two things, primarily: 
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With it you'll receive a catalog, which gives a complete and 
detailed description of the courses at this well-known Bible 
school—the school that gave Franklin F. Ellis the 
foundation for a successful Christian career. Address 
Office of Admissions, Room S820 















only ONE answer...” 


“First, I sat under godly teachers who 
filled my mind and heart with sound teaching 
centered on the Word of God. Secondly, 
through practical Christian work assignments 
in jails, missions, and on street corners, I 
learned to put theory into practice. At once 
I experienced the joy of leading others to 
Christ. 

“Now, looking back on 12 years of Chris- 
tian service, I praise God for Moody train- 
ing. The Lord has been pleased to give me a 
wide and varied ministry in the pastorate, 
radio broadcasting, summer Bible confer- 
ence work and the Child Evangelism Fellow- 
ship. 

“Today when young people ask my advice 
about preparing for Christian work, I give 
the answer I received . . .“Prepare at Moody.’”’ 


MOODY 


BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, present 


Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, vean 





















